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District Report

As ever, Cambridge Woodcraft Folk have been busy in 2003. These were some of the main events:

Oxfam Walk - 18th May

Spring Camp - 24th to 26th May

Strawberry Fair - 7th June 

Darsham working weekend - 7th - 8th June 

Annual Gathering - 20th to 22nd June

Elfin Camp - 28th - 29th June

Anglia Pioneer Camp - 4th to 6th July

E.Region Camp - 3rd to 9th August

Beccles Green Fair – 4th-5th Sept

Darsham working weekend - 13th - 14th September

Darsham (Venturers) – 25th - 27th Oct

Lockerbrook (Pioneers) - 31st Oct - 2nd Nov

E. Region Gathering - 8th - 9th Nov

Regional Elfin Training Day - 15th Nov

Darsham working weekend - 6th - 7th Dec

Elfin Christmas party - 7th Dec

Pioneers Christmas party - 12th Dec

All groups have been maintained or strengthened during the year, due to good work from our group leaders and parent helpers (plus extra support, in some cases, from some of our more established adult members). A big ‘thank you’ to all of them (too numerous to name here). However, we need more adults to play a part in group and district activities. Please give some thought to how you can you can support Cambridge Woodcraft Folk in 2004. It doesn’t need to take up much of your time and there are many different ways that you can help – For example:

· Attending camps and residentials

· Co-ordinating

· Photocopying and doing mail outs

· Room booking

· Being a contact person

· Attending monthly meetings

· Helping at some of the weekly sessions

· Keeping attendance registers

· Organising subscriptions and expenses

· Joining The Woodcraft Folk as a member

Contact your group leader/contact if you can do any of the above.

Although our District Committee has operated well in 2003, planning, coordinating, and evaluating many camps, residentials and other activities, there is some concern that attendance is down at the committee meetings. These take place once a month for 2 hours (on a Wednesday at 8 p.m., Community Room, Red Studio, Sturton Street)). All parents, carers and adult helpers are welcomed and encouraged to attend (including District Fellows). Also, it would be really helpful for communication within the District if each group could nominate someone to come along each month (prepared to say a few words about how their group is doing).

A big ‘thank you’ to everyone who made 2003 such a successful year for Cambridge Woodcraft Folk. May 2004’s skies be even bluer.
John Collins, Chair

Phone: 01223 245117

Group Reports

Elfin groups

Wood Elfins – Trumpington

The group has been a little smaller than in recent years, as several children and their parents moved on to Pioneers. We have made good use of the allotment and, despite the very dry summer, managed to grow some crops, including a pumpkin which we made into a lantern for the bonfire party in November. As well as enjoying the outdoors, we also made a friendship poster to display at the school and learned some new games. A highlight for many was the Elfin Camp at Great Gransden, which provided an opportunity to taste life under canvas for the first time. Thanks go to our resident Venturer, Hugh, for his enthusiasm and patience when the children use him as a climbing frame. Recently we also welcomed another helper, Buster, who was a member of the group several years ago. The Elfins really enjoy having the teenagers around. Our aim for the coming year is to recruit some new 6-year-olds and to continue to encourage parents to become more involved so that the group can continue to grow and flourish.

Chriss How and Hilary Sutton
Badger Elfins – South Cambridge 
This has been another mixed year for Badger Elfins. We currently have 17 children on the register, of whom about 12 are regular attendees. Throughout 2003 we had regular help from Gill and Ian, which enabled insurance requirements to be met and imposed some discipline on some members of the group! 

This term we have a parent cooperative of five for planning purposes, and draw on experienced members in the District to ensure a varied programme. Hilary Taylor has been a regular and much valued visitor for singing sessions, and the elfins are gradually building up a bank of Woodie songs to sing. 

The group is maturing in age, but is still heavily dominated by boys, and the girls are still the less regular attendees. Recently we imposed a ban on new boys until we can get a few more girls to even out the gender balance, and retain the girls who are members. 

The group is lively and enthusiastic. They have benefited from more structure and clear boundary setting in recent months, whilst continuing to give the children choice and a say in the term’s programme. 

Popular activities this year have included: swimming (‘its fun for all the kids’ says one), cooking, arts and crafts, games, a night walk, planting and harvesting at the allotment, circus skills and regular walks in the summer term. Several Badger Elfins thoroughly enjoyed the Elfin camp at Gransden, and it would be good to encourage more elfins to go camping with Woodcraft Folk. 

We are still precariously short of committed adults for the planning side of the parent cooperative, and with at least two children of the present number moving up to Pioneers in the next year, we will need to continue to work at this aspect of the group. 

Claire Cameron

Evergreen Elfins – Arbury

The Arbury group has had its ups and downs, becoming initially rather disorganised after losing Sue Smith's leadership at the start of last year due to her illness.  We have now got our act more together with several willing, able and enthusiastic parents involved.  A couple of families went both to the Elfin event at Cudham last spring and also to the Great Gransden Elfin camp. Our numbers have steadily grown to around 15 regular attendees. We currently have children from, Milton Rd, St Andrews, Mayfield, Park St and Rosebridge Steiner schools.

Our programme this year has been hung around 3 Elfin badges - Health, I see and Know and Carnival while in the Autumn term we tried to learn one new song and game each week.  Boots the chemist was persuaded to give us some disposable cameras together with processing in the autumn and the children took photos both on a group night and on a Saturday walk in Thetford Forest.

We hope to get more involved in camping this coming spring and summer.

-Huw Richards

Acorn Elfins – St Matthews

The group grew slowly during the year but could be quite a bit bigger. As group nights are at the same time and place as the Panther Pioneers many activities were shared with the older children. For group nights indoors, activities like clay modelling, puppet making and cooking were run just for the Elfins. For other things, like designing T-shirts and mask making, the whole group was together. 

In the summer we try to go out every other week: pond-dipping at Milton Country Park; exploring Fulbourn Fen; a scavenger hunt at Wandlebury; a barbeque at the Beech woods. Even on the darker evenings of spring and autumn, night walks and campfires were adventures, which went down well, and we usually go swimming at Parkside once or twice a year.

Few of our current Elfins have so far been on camps and learned of the exciting times to be had on under canvas or at residential centres. However we have had more parental support this year and it seems likely that in 2004 there will be adults willing to introduce their children to these events.

Richard Robertson

Pioneers 

Although there is not the large number of Pioneers in the city that there were a few years ago there are the two very active groups. They met up quite a lot during the year for joint activities and many individuals went on the Spring and Summer camps for all ages. The Beech woods provided a venue for several of joint events with a bivvie night in mid June and the campfire evening at the end of the summer term, both at the Beech woods. Unfortunately the environmental work at that site in the late autumn was on a damp, dismal day and was not well attended. The Christmas party had the usual food and games but also skits and sketches rather like the traditional show at the end of summer camp.

There were also several camps and trips to residential centres during the year. In February half term some Pioneers went with the Elfins to the Cudham centre on the North Downs in Kent while another group of 13 went to Darsham near Southwold. This group bonded particularly well, perhaps because it was a smaller size than at many events. At the centre we made friendship bracelets, played pool and made kites, which we flew on a very windy Dunwich beach. The walk to Southwold found a Punch and Judy booth on the prom and a very special sweet shop in the town. Finally the swimming pool and flumes at Bungay was lovely and warm.

This year’s Anglia Pioneer camp in early July was the largest for some years with about 60 participants, 26 of whom were from Cambridge. There were also more Districts involved and we had a few problems in establishing ground rules under which to run the joint event on this scale. For the camp the Pioneers form groups, each made up of children from all the Districts, so there is a lot of working together needed and of course different Districts often have their own ideas on how to run a camp. Each group plans its own menu and shops together for the weekend before cooking and eating together. Many of the Pioneers find this process simply the best style of camping. The process of deciding together is interesting in itself and menus vary enormously. The site at Thorpe Woodlands (Thetford Forest) has some interesting challenge activities and the woods across the river provide an excellent area for wide games.

At October half term, two mini-bus loads went to the Woodcraft centre at 

Lockerbrook in the Peak District. This was, I think, a great success; 

The Pioneers threw themselves wholeheartedly into the Halloween theme 

and walked a great distance along Derwent Edge, in between 'more normal 

Pioneer activities'. It was quite an experience seeing the Derwent river 

bed appear at the bottom of the dried-up Ladybower reservoir, but this 

was a very enjoyable expedition all round.

Richard Robertson and Tim Bergel

Panther Pioneers – St Matthews

We have been working our way through the excellent Education for Environmental Change resource books (produced a few years ago by Woodcraft Folk) during 2003, with one or other of them providing the theme for each term. “What we want and what we need” explores the world’s resources; “What we waste” deals with reusing, recycling and rubbish; “What we wear” raises issues about fashion and where clothes come from/who makes them. 

There is more material in the books than we can possibly use so we pick out items and games which look as though they will work well. Choosing items for survival on a desert island; playing hockey with empty lemonade bottles and an aluminium can; Alan Brigham gave us a talk on rubbish and then took us litter picking on Burleigh Street; clothes from junk enabled us to have a fashion parade complete with cat walk. The Elfins joined in with some of these where appropriate. On trips out the Pioneers are given more demanding activities: orienteering at Wandlebury; wide games at Milton; making and following trails at Fulbourn Fen. 

Almost all the Panther Pioneers went on one or more camp or trip to a residential centre in 2003 and the experiences are well remembered. Once again we lost some who turned 13 and went off to join the Venturers but we have had one or two new children join and there are Elfins who will move up to Pioneers in 2004. During 2003 we were lucky to have many parents willing and able to run activities though getting at least one or two of them to help plan events at the monthly District meetings is the challenge for 2004.

Richard Robertson

White Eagle & Jungle Pioneers – South Cambridge

White Eagle and Jungle Pioneers have now officially merged into one group,

with Jungle no longer being registered separately. Numbers have been fairly

steady; there are about 18 Pioneers on the membership list, and we typically

get half a dozen who come every week and a selection of the others. Four new

Pioneers have started recently, and they seem to enjoy it. Danielle has left

to go up to Venturers, and two or three more will follow next term.

The Pioneers have been keen campers this year, in Thetford Forest and

at Summer Camp, and at Lockerbrook at Halloween. Quite a lot of adult

members were at Lockerbrook, too. We also had the traditional midsummer 

bivvy at the Beech woods - very popular as usual.

Activities this year: swimming, walks, crafts, food, games, and a quiz

devised by Dick McMullan with an interesting twist: the teams had to

get the same score to win. The girls' team estimated how many they thought

the boys would get and left several questions unanswered to bring their

score down to match! And there was much jubilation, and quite a lot of

chocolate.

Finally, we would like to thank Heather Sales for having done so much

to organize the group over the years, even after Sion had moved on to

Venturers. Tony Higgins has likewise come back and helped out at group

nights. Thanks to him, and to all our adult members and helpers.

Peter Westlake and Tim Bergel

Venturers

The Venturer group continues to flourish, with 25 to 30 members, and at least 20 attending most evenings. It is a friendly, lively and cohesive group which generates plenty of mental and physical energy. Josh was much missed when he left Cambridge in the summer to train for the Metropolitan Police, but others came forward to fill the gap, and we now have a solid team of parent helpers. Each term the adults have planned an outline programme and taken it to the Venturers to fill in the details. Venturers were also asked for their views on the year's activities for this report. The most popular group nights have been themed evenings, usually involving food - a Mexican evening with tacos and a home-made piñata, and a Chinese evening with a stir-fry. There have also been craft and games evenings, speakers and video evenings with popcorn. Outdoor events have been popular all the year round, with several night walks and a bivvy and a bonfire in the Beech woods.  There was a good Venturer attendance at summer camp, and a very successful weekend at Darsham in the autumn half-term, where we made good use of the new bikes for a trip to the coast. Venturers have again given support to Elfin activities; a small group put up the tents for Elfin camp and stayed for the weekend to help, and the now-traditional entertainment was provided  at the Elfin Christmas party. In the planning stages a wise Venturer with experience of helping regularly with an Elfin group was heard to observe, "What Elfins really like is watching Venturers falling over and being silly" - and there was plenty of that.

My role is group contact and programme co-ordinator. The group responds well to the variety of adults who bring their different personalities and enthusiasms to share, so if anyone reading this has an idea for an activity, or would enjoy spending an evening with a group of young people, please let me know.

Hilary Taylor

District Fellowship (DFs) and Venturers+

The Venturer+/DF group stopped its monthly meetings in the Autumn of 2003, as the attendance had been dwindling.  In some ways the new initiative succeeded in its aims – many of the new DFs have continued to attend camps and thus retain an attachment to CWF.  In other ways the new venture was disappointing; attendance at the monthly meetings was poor, a good communications e-network was never established, and the group did not organise any activities beyond the monthly meetings.

It was decided to stop the meetings until a larger body of venturers aged 15 materialised.  Instead two special events have been planned; a weekend at Darsham in late March, and a punting and bivvying trip from Cambridge to Granchester in early May.  It is then hoped to relaunch this group’s monthly meetings in the Autumn of 2004.

Brendan Burchell and Maggie Bending

Other Reports

Thurlow

This new group, situated between Haverhill and Newmarket, started in September after being instigated by the local head teacher at the village school. It’s a fine example of a group of parents getting together to facilitate a group to fill the needs of the community in the Woodcraft way.

Though they had no prior knowledge of the folk they have worked co-operatively and are now sustaining a full programme of social, cultural and environmental education for their children and looking forward to the camping season when they hope to join Cambridge to gain experience and make new folk friends.
Gill Miller, Ian Willis [Mentors]

Summer Camp

The summer camp in 2003 (3rd-9th August) was shared with other groups from the Eastern Region.  Cambridge camped as one village and the two other villages were each made up of several Districts from the region.  Several CWF members were actively involved in organising the camp as a whole, and thanks to them and others the organisation of the camp went smoothly.  The six-day camp was held at a permanent woodcraft facility, Lurgashall in Sussex.  

The camp was well attended with over 70 from Cambridge, and we were joined by a delegation of 10 from Norway.  The camp was a great success and enjoyed by the participants with a good mix of experienced campers and novices.  The camp coincided with an extreme heat wave, and many planned events were modified to make use of the shade and swimming pool on site. There was much more swimming and wet games and less rambling off site than we would normally organise.

Our new solar panels and electric lighting proved a complete success.

Some events were organised jointly with the other districts and villages, such as an opening ceremony, Hiroshima day remembrance, a ceilidh and a Venturer night hike and bivvy.  But we also did many events within our village, to ensure that we bonded as CWF. The DF’s went on a day’s outing to Goodwood Sculpture Park and enjoyed the cool of the woodland setting while they examined the art. And the Norwegians had a hot day’s site seeing in London 

Some problems were encountered, but we took them in our stride. The lack of organisation of the permanent campsite facilities was disappointing, and one evening we had to cope with some alcohol-induced illness amongst the Venturers.  Alcohol smuggled into the camp led to the problem but with some of the adults sitting up through the night caring for the poorly ones we concluded that it could be seen as a learning experience. 

Brendan Burchell and Richard Robertson

Camp Warden Report

With a new container finally in place the store situation is much better and camping equipment is no longer getting wet. It is however an ongoing job to keep things in a way that is accessible to all and to pass down ‘inside’ information on how things should be stacked i.e. wash bowls and kitchen pots go mouldy if stacked inside each other with no air flow and heavy things shouldn’t go on the top shelf, common sense really???

As I am stepping down from the post this year I should be happy to pass on useful information to my successor to ensure the equipment lasts for many more Woodcraft  years.

Ian Willis
Eastern Region Council

This is the layer of the Woodcraft Folk that many members do not know much about. Those of you who are involved at groups as either parent leaders or on a rota will probably know about district activities, where all the Cambridge groups work together to broaden the opportunities of camping and sharing skills. Many of you will know of our head office in London through your membership and the Annual Gathering [AGM] where folk from all over the country get together to take part in the democratic process, but few will know the work of the regional council.

The region came together in its present format in Jan 2000 when Beds Bucks and Herts joined East Anglia to form the Eastern Region with members representing all of the counties concerned on a council. This important layer forms a direct link between districts and the central organisation facilitating training, funding, larger camps and events, it organises a regional Gathering each November and sends out newsletters to help keep members informed about Woodcraft activities.

This past year has seen a very successful Elfin training day in Cambridge, and a fully booked 1st Aid course in Suffolk. A Regional Camp was held at Lurgashall and was again well attended. The region already had funds available to continue its work in 2004 and they have now had a considerable boost from Diss WCF who have donated a further £2000. What is needed now is contributions form you at the grass roots of our organisation, let us know how we can help you at group level, what training you need, what events you would like to see happening
Contact Sue Cole 01502-584940 the regional chair or myself Gill Miller   01638-780549 for more information.

Blue Skies for 2004
Sustainable City Grant

Early in 2004 we were able to obtain a large grant of £4,000 to provide lighting for our camps based on power from the sun. Cambridge City Council have a “Sustainable City“ budget and were very keen to help us buy solar panels and low voltage equipment. We saw the project as an opportunity to replace our gas lights with equipment which would be safer, cheaper to run and using a sustainable power source. However this was seen also as a way to add to the educational aspect of our work by demonstrating, in a very practical way, the way electricity can be captured from the sun and used to power our lighting needs.

Four sets of equipment were bought, each consisting of two solar panels, a 12 volt battery, a voltage controller and four strip lights, each of 4 watts. We also bought some other bits and pieces, such as meters and a 12 volt fan, to demonstrate more clearly the way the amount of sun falling on a panel determines how much electricity it produces. And we also received funding to replace one of our store containers so we had a dry and secure place to keep the equipment. 

The lighting sets are surprisingly effective at providing light in our marquees and kitchen tents. Putting one 4 watt strip in each corner provides much better lighting than one large central gas source. In an open field the solar panels can top up the batteries quite well just from a sky with high white cloud. When the full sun falls directly on two panels they can restore a whole nights usage in a couple of hours. The wiring is quite easy to install and remove as it clips together so we have been able to use the equipment on small and large camps very successfully. Our thoughts are now turning to finding other ways to collect and use sustainable power.

Richard Robertson
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