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District Report
As ever, Cambridge Woodcraft Folk have been busy in 2004-5. Some of the main events included Oxfam Walk, Spring Camp, Strawberry Fair, Annual Gathering, Elfin Camp, Anglia Pioneer Camp, Summer Camp at Dolgellau, Hungarian Delegation, Hamsterley (Venturers), Lockerbrook (Pioneers), E. Region Gathering, Elfin and Pioneer Christmas parties, Cudham (Elfins), and Darsham (DFs/Venturers Plus).
Additionally, there were essential, behind-the-scenes activities such as Regional Training Camp, first aid training, minibus tests, Regional Elfin Training Day and Darsham working weekends.
As usual, positive effort from our group leaders and parent helpers has supported our 9 local groups. A big ‘thank you’ to all of you (too numerous to name here). Badger Elfins has been rejuvenated by new members and leaders as older ones moved up to Pioneers.  In the South of the city, following the amalgamation of White Eagle and Jungle, the group is now known as ‘White Eagle Pioneers’. In the North of the city we have a Pioneer Group that’s so new I don’t know what it’s called yet.
In order to run Cambridge Woodcraft Folk, we rely entirely on our volunteer adult leaders and helpers. As people move on, it’s essential for us to draw in new blood, especially those adults who have young children. It doesn’t need to take up much of your time. Please consider offering some of your time so that we can continue to offer a rich variety of experiences to young people. You can help by attending camps and residentials, co-ordinating a group, photocopying and doing mail outs, room booking, being a contact person, attending monthly meetings, helping at some of the weekly sessions, keeping attendance registers, organising subscriptions and expenses, or joining The Woodcraft Folk as a member. Contact your group coordinator or myself if you can help with any of the above.
District Meetings happens once a month. We plan, coordinate, and evaluate camps, residentials and conduct all other Cambridge District business. Meetings take place at the Community Room, Red Studio, Sturton Street. All parents, carers and adult helpers are welcomed and encouraged to attend (including DFs). Also, it  helps communication within the District if each group can send a representative each month (prepared to say a few words about how their group is doing).

A big ‘thank you’ to all the adults and young people who made 2004-5 another successful year for Cambridge Woodcraft Folk.
John Collins, District Coordinator
Phone: 01223 245117

Group Reports
Elfins in Cambridge
Wood Elfins – Trumpington

As we look back on the past year, our thoughts are dominated by the sad loss of Hugh Pinder. Hugh had been a regular helper with the group for two years. We asked the children for their memories and they recalled evenings at the allotment when Hugh toasted marshmallows for them on the bonfire. Another favourite activity was junk modelling, with Hugh providing expert help, but never taking over from the Elfins. He was always patient and fair, giving everyone piggy backs even when he was tired. Hugh taught us our favourite game, Swedish Ambulance. He made sure everyone had fun.

The group has been quite small this year, but we have welcomed several children from outside Trumpington. We succeeded in our aim of getting more parents to help and we have planned an Open Evening to recruit more 6 year olds to replace the older ones who will soon be leaving us for Pioneers. 
Chriss How & Hilary Sutton
Badger Elfins – South Cambridge 
We ran with smallish numbers for the spring and summer term 2004 but by the Autumn term had run out of parents willing to be part of the planning and running of the group nights. However, some parents of children at Morley school have since become enthusiastic and the group restarted in January. A very successful ‘taster’ session was held on 3rd December with about 20 children and their parents, some of whom stayed on take part in the Pioneers’ Xmas Fayre.

Popular group nights in the spring and summer were orienteering and other outdoor activities, such as night walks and rambles, and we did the ‘I See and Know’ badge in the summer term. Eight children from Badger Elfins attended the Elfin camp at Great Gransden in June and had a very good time. 

Hilary Taylor has been a regular and much valued visitor for singing sessions, and the elfins gradually built up a bank of Woodcraft songs to sing. 
This year the principal organisers of Badger Elfins are Deb Hempstead (22 Hills Avenue) and Heather Styles (109 Vinery Road).  
Claire Cameron

Evergreen Elfins and Pioneers - Arbury

We started the year with about 15 regular Elfins. Our Spring term theme was ‘Carnival’ and we produced a mime and shadow puppet playlet with the song ‘seven little kids’ as narration.  The children produced some great scenery and despite disorganised rehearsals came up with an enjoyable performance for their parents and siblings on the last night of term.

Our summer theme was ‘Environment and sustainability’, the most memorable part of which was using the Emond/Axworthy allotment to plant seeds and return later in the term to eat the results.

Our autumn aim was to bring and show, discuss; to learn a song and a game; and to do a craft or art activity for each of the five continents – the theme being ‘World friend’.

Throughout the year we have gradually become imbalanced between the sexes, so much so that one of the remaining boys stopped coming because “there were too many girls”.

We are now down to seven Elfins, but this is partly because we have started a Pioneer group with our large bunch of older Elfin girls, plus children who had left over the past year or two, plus the boys from the recently closed St Matthews ‘Panther’ Pioneers. We seem to have 14 enthusiastic Pioneers on the books already, six of whom are boys and eight of whom are girls.
Huw Richards & Sue Kington
Acorn Elfins – St Matthews

During 2004 we once again ran the Elfin group alongside the Pioneer group, sometimes with joint activities, sometime separate. Craft work is always a regular occupation when we meet indoors and we tried leatherwork, glass painting, clay modelling and enamelling. Cooking always goes down well and we also tried a session of food sampling which introduced some new tastes to young mouths.

We went on trips out almost every other week in the summer term but even in the darker times of the year we were able to do walks with torches and another time we organised a night line (following a rope tied around the trees and over obstacles in the pitch dark) followed by a bonfire.

We introduced the wider Woodcraft world to our Elfins and a few from the group went on the District’s Elfin camp; one to the summer camp in Wales; and lots to the joint Christmas party hosted by Wood Elfins in December. We plan to offer more opportunities in 2005.

The group which started the year as only around 7 children suddenly blossomed in September with lots of new faces joining us in a good mix of girls and boys. Several of them have younger siblings and we often had one or two accompanying a parent- helper on group nights. So we hope we will continue to flourish in the years ahead.
Richard Robertson
Pioneers in Cambridge
This was a rather quieter time for the Pioneers than has been the case in recent years. A group of 15 went to Thorpe Woodlands, near Thetford, for the Anglia Pioneer camp in June. Here they met up with others from Brightlingsea, but other Districts in the region were too busy to attend. However, wide games in the forest (over the wobbly bridge) used up vast amounts of energy and the challenges at the site were puzzling, but rewarding. As usual the high spot for the Pioneers was shopping, and then cooking, the food they planned for themselves for the weekend.  

Back in Cambridge, our two groups met up a few times, especially at the Beech Woods for a barbeque and games in July and again in November for the day of raking leaves and beech masts. This event was quite badly supported and will need more planning in future. 

At half term in October there was a trip to Lockerbrook.  Lockerbrook has a special place in the affections of many of us – including the group of Pioneers who went there in October.  The weather was not as kind as it sometimes it – but we managed to climb Mam Tor and see the views just before the rains came.  On Saturday we went ‘weaselling’ – which means squeezing ( I suppose like weasels) over, under or at times through, the boulders that adorn that part of the Peak District.  Much fun was had by all – other than one of our instructors who had to get hospital treatment for a badly sprained ankle.  As Saturday was also the day before Halloween we had our own Halloween party on the Saturday night.  Run outs on Sunday morning tired everyone out and the minibus journey home was a relaxed affair.
Richard Robertson

Panther Pioneers – St Matthews

We had another good programme of activities during the year with lots of trips out to local woods and open spaces – Milton Country Park, Wandlebury, the Beech Woods, Coldhams Common, Fulbourn Fen and Magog Down. The weather was great on all these trips out and we were able to organise games of  “run outs”; making and following trails; and flying kites we had made the previous week

Although we had a few new Pioneers join us this year, it was mostly a case of losing the older ones to the attractions of the Venturer group as they turned 13. In this way we lost nearly all the girls by July leaving a group of 9 boys and 2 girls. A gender imbalance of this proportion is not at all the way we like to run. It also meant the joint activities could be rather dominated by the older boys so in the autumn term the Pioneers had their own programme most of the time. 

At Christmas the last two girls and three of the  boys went off to join the Venturers. Although it might have been possible to carry on with the remaining boys alongside the Elfins, it seemed better to suggest they consider joining another of the Cambridge Pioneer groups – in particular one with an imbalance of girls. So the group was closed and, for the moment, St Matthews does not have a Pioneer group. But no doubt this will change as our present Elfins grow older.
Richard Robertson

White Eagle Pioneers – South Cambridge

2004 has been the first full year for this combined group and we continue to have Pioneers who live in Trumpington and in South Cambridge.  So, whilst our regular hall for group nights is at Morley school in Blinco Grove, we arrange a number of our meetings at an outdoor venue in Trumpington. This year we have enjoyed a bonfire on the allotment that Wood Elfins keep going, and a cycle ride out to Nine Wells.

Other evenings away from Morley have included swimming, kite flying, and  night walks.

Evenings in the hall have  been very varied.  We have done quite a lot of cooking, done quizzes, learnt about the European Union and about Ramadan,  and played LOTS and LOTS of games!  Probably ratchet screwdriver is the favourite – but all variations on Tag are enthusiastically  played , as well as the occasional quiet game – even if it is for just long enough to catch breath.

Pioneers from the group attended all the District camps – and especially the regional Pioneer camp in Thorpe Woodlands and an October half term trip to Lockerbrook – where we introduced to the delights of `weaselling’ or rock hopping.  It is always fun to meet up with other Pioneers from Cambridge or further afield.

We held a Christmas fair where we sold our creative masterpieces and persuaded family, friends and the new Elfin group at Morley to part with their money, playing games we had invented.  We used the proceeds from our fair to fund an end of term trip to the new(ish) Ten Pin bowling alley in Cambridge.

We were all very, very sad  and shocked by the death of Tim’s son Hugh just after Christmas.   Tim is very important to  the Pioneer group and everyone wanted him and Helen to know how sad they felt.
Maggie Bending
Venturers

This has been a successful year for the Venturers. Numbers have been high, and over the summer the group was split by age, with those over about 15 going off to form a separate group called Venturers Plus. The separation has worked well on the whole, though there are one or two people who have been discouraged from coming because they are not sure which group would suit them better.We had many outdoor activities, from simple games in the park and swimming to guided tours of Cambridge, conservation work in Barnwell, and getting lost on a night-time exploration of Milton Country Park.

Some of the Venturers helped out at an Elfin camp, and we had our own camp at Hamsterley in the Autumn. This was a great success, with hill and heather and even some actual wood craft work (i.e. using traditional tools to craft things out of wood), and I recommend Hamsterley to any group that is thinking of going.

Other activities included entertaining the Elfins at Christmas, video making, games and puzzles, evenings looking at immigration and endangered species, and others which I shall let Annie describe.Annie says:

‘I liked arms awareness because it gave you more of an idea and made you more aware of what is going on. Fortune cookies was good because everyone loves cooking, and making things out of material for bags and beanies was also popular. Ice skating in London was really fun, but it would have been better if we had interacted with other groups more, and a suggestion I would like to make is that we do get to know people in other districts better (but not the districts we already know).’
Peter Westlake
DFs (District Fellowship) and Venturers Plus
The venturer+ / DF group has become firmly established, with weekly meetings since September 2004.  Average attendance is about 15, with a total membership of about 25 (approximately two thirds male and one third female). These are mostly young people who have been with Woodcraft for many years, but we have also had several people new to Woodcraft joining the group. We are well endowed with adults prepared to assist in the running of the evening meetings.  Highlights of the programme in the autumn term were teaching them relaxation and massage techniques, and making Easter bonnets. 
The aim of the group was not to continue with group nights similar to Venturers, but rather to have a ‘light touch’ to keep this age group in touch with the Woodcraft Folk, and to facilitate them in organising their own activities.  We are moving to this slowly (for instance, involving them in organising a weekend trip to Darsham in the February half-term), but it is sometimes proving difficult to encourage them to take the initiative. As a result, many of the evening meetings are not particularly woodcrafty, resembling an unstructured youth club at times. 
Another new problem that we have encountered concerns the flexible age of transition from venturers to venturer+, any time between their 15th and 16th birthdays. This has created indecision for some young people, and in some cases perhaps leading them to opt out from both groups.
Brendan Burchell
Other Reports
Thurlow

A year on and our mixed group of Elfins and Pioneers continues with enthusiasm. Although we have slightly reduced numbers since September, the group is still fully operative. The adults are mastering the task of planning activities to amuse, entertain and educate the children, and we have learnt not to try to do too much in one hour. We had an activity day in the summer holidays and created our Group Banner, together with some superb painted T-shirts. A group of us joined members of Cambridge District at Spring Camp and then again at Summer Camp We are looking forward to joining up again next year, the adults feeling we are not ready to go it alone, but have much to learn from joining Cambridge on this trips. Two members of our group have now been ‘promoted’ and have joined up for meetings with the Venturers.

Diana Allin
Summer Camp 2004 - Dolgellau, Wales 

99 people, including our Hungarian delegation, camped for a week in August on a field on a 300-acre sheep farm on the flanks of Cader Idris. The theme of the camp was sustainability and included trips to the beach, the stream, Dolgellau town, the Machynlleth Centre for Alternative Technology and walks in the beautiful Welsh countryside and up Cader Idris, as well as a the manufacture of a complex set of recycling 'bins' for all manner of different materials. The elements of a beautiful new Woodcraft Folk banner were made cooperatively over several sessions by all sort of people and the finished banner is now available for use. 
The week's weather varied from warm sunshine and gentle breezes (the first couple of days and the last day) to very strong winds with heavy rain that tore down and destroyed the smaller marquee and a store tent (teams of adults with venturer and DF assistance spent a long time double-staking and guying the remaining large tents). 
The Hungarians introduced us to the delights of Salami for every meal, paprika and very salted, shredded cabbage and also taught us some basic Hungarian words. 
Rounding up the camp, several people suggested that in 2005 we should find somewhere warmer, drier and less windy to camp - so we are going to Yorkshire!
Huw Richards
Venturer trip to Norway

In 2003 a group from our Norwegian sister organisation, Framfylkingen, came to camp with us on our summer camp at Lurgashall in Sussex. They, in turn, invited us back to Norway for a winter event at half term in February 2004. A dozen Venturers and three adults went on the trip which proved to be a wonderful experience for us all.

To get there we had to travel by car, plane, coach and train to a Framfylkingen residential centre an hour north of Oslo. The train had to be asked to stop at a special halt in the forest where we jumped out, with our rucksacks on our backs, into what turned out to be two foot of snow on the platform. Then the train went, leaving us in the pitch dark and deep snow through which to find our way to the huts. We had been promised a taste of winter sports and we certainly found they had a good layer of snow!

The huts were well heated but had no toilets or running water of any sort it being too cold to have pipes in the buildings which are usually not heated when not in use. However a central block had these facilities and there was also a large communal hut where we cooked, ate and socialised. The temperature dropped to minus 15 C at night but, not being a damp cold, it did not seem so terrible even when making a trip in the middle of the night to the toilets.

Framfylkingen camped with Oxford at the 2001 International camp and they too sent a group on this trip, along with a Woodcraft Folk family from Sheffield. On our arrival we found them sledging and sliding down the hill near the huts. At the weekend we were joined by Norwegian youngsters (unfortunately they had a different half term holiday week). The socialising went very well between all parties on the trip, much assisted by the mad guitar playing Sid from Oxford.

It was sunny for the first few days and we travelled back to Oslo to visit the ski jump on the hills behind the city (terrifying to see how from how high they jump). We then all got skis or snowboards and had great fun trying them out. Most people took down-hill skis but the next day we tried out cross-country skiing. These require much more energy as you have to go up as well as down hill on these. The following day we walked down and onto the frozen lake where we used augers to bore holes and attempted ice fishing but with no success. The local shops were a better source of local delicacies.  Finally, on our last day, two teams of huskies arrived and we tried out dog-sledging. This day there was a blizzard which dumped even more snow and gave us an example of the winter conditions the Norwegians find typical.

The trip was a great experience from which we returned with many memories of good friends and a taste of the Scandinavian winter and winter sports. Many thanks to Framfylkingen and especially to Anders for all his hard work and hospitality.

Richard Robertson

Eastern Region Council

The region continues to be active and is an important level of our structure, but one that doesn’t get too much attention. It meets about three times a year, ideally with reps from all districts. Its main briefs are development, training and overseeing the bigger events. Its plan for 2005-6 is to try to get a part-time worker to support the volunteers.
The other function of the ER council is to keep us all in touch with each other and this is done with the  twice-yearly newsletter.
Gill Miller
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