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Global Village 2006

District Report
There has been an ugly rumour circulating the Cambridge Branch of Woodcraft that some of our more conscientious members are being kept alive artificially because of the hard work they have put into our activities over the year.  I want to assure everyone that this is not the case and anyone seen gazing into the middle distance is not the result of medication but merely because the Easter weekend at Lockerbrook will soon be upon us and after that very quickly, Spring and Summer Camp with all the organisation that these activities involve.
It is nevertheless true, however, that 2006 has been a very busy year, and we as a branch can congratulate ourselves on our achievements. Not only have we had the usual activities and been hosted in Hungary and managed to produce a very nice leaflet for new members  but through our fund raising activities we were able to finance a group of Peruvian children and adults to come to the Global Village 2006 Camp in Kent, which just shows what is possible when we all work together.
To enable us to achieve this we had to start early in the year to think about fund raising. The amount we needed was in the thousands, and a decision was made to hold an Auction of Promises. This was the main source of the money we raised but we also received an encouraging amount of other donations, and eventually we achieved the target we had set ourselves.  The camp itself was huge, with over 4,000 people attending, but despite its large size I am sure everyone came away from it with special memories that will last them a lifetime, and from the response we had from the children from Peru I think this was their universal feelings too.
There is something so exhilarating to be among people that share the same common aims as yourselves and a camp like this is a wonderful way to renew everyone’s faith and belief in the organisation they represent.  I hope this feeling will continue and that the Cambridge branch of the Woodcraft Folk will go from strength to strength throughout this year.

Although some of our groups have folded, others have been set up, and still others now have waiting lists. We have thriving groups of Elfins, Pioneers and Venturers and although the District Fellows didn’t have regular meetings (they have begun to have them again this year), they still played a crucial role in the Woodcraft Folk by giving their time and support to various activities locally as well as nationally throughout the year.
We look forward to our usual number of camps this year; each one will be special in its own way (ask campers for the inside stories…) as they always are.  The Lockerbrook Holiday Centre owned by the Woodcraft Folk and set in the stunning backdrop of the Peak District - will continue to tempt us for weekends away. The  Darsham Centre is having a refurbishment soon and we look forward to seeing a new kitchen installed (donated by the local police I understand – is there no place Woodcrafters cannot reach?) so that our visits there will be even more enjoyable.
 
Trish Rawson Cambridge Co-ordinator
 
 
Acorn Elfins
We have had a busy year with the group growing dramatically early on so that we were able to move the older children on to re-open the Pioneer Group. 
            Spring Term we made bird feeders and a dinosaur. We had a great “bring your pets” evening without anyone of them eating each other (the pets that is). And we floated candles on the Cam. The summer highlights included building rafts then playing with them at Lammas Land on a suitably hot evening. The autumn programme was based on the Carnival badge and ended with a performance at the District Elfins’ Christmas Party.
            We were able to go out on trips to woods and on hikes in all terms, not just summer. The Beechwoods were visited several times and several people came to help with the District’s work day for the warden in November. But we also tried some new venues such as Lode and Harlton, as well as our favourites, Milton Country Park and Wandlebury.
            Many of our group went on the Elfin Camp in June and some have started attending the larger camps. There continues to be an imbalance of the sexes in the group so we are closed to boys at present while this is rectified. But there are 17 children in total and they are a lively group.
Richard Robertson
Badger Elfins
Badger Elfins have enjoyed a busy and productive year. We currently  
have 19 Elfins with more on the waiting list. 2 of our older Elfins  
have recently moved up to Pioneers and over the next year, 7 are  
likely to follow. Over the past year more parents have become  
actively involved in both running the group and organising various   
evenings, which means that the Elfins are enjoying a mixed and  
healthy diet of Woodcraft activities.
            Last summer and autumn we did a lot of outdoor activities and  
exploring the local environment as part of the Ecology badge. We did  
a litter picking session, a conservation hike at Fulbourn Nature  
Reserve and pond dipping at Wandelbury. At Barnwell East we did some  
conservation work with Ellis Selway (a warden) as well as pond  
dipping and bat watching (didn’t see any though despite the  
technological equipment Ellis had bought along!)
            For the half term before Christmas the Elfins were very busy making  
lots of things (kit bags, decorations and lanterns) for our sale in  
which we raised lots of money for Oxfam. This was spent planting  
trees and an allotment, providing fertilizer, buying school dinners  
for 100 children, providing safe water for 100 people and building a  
toilet.
           
 As expected the camping and residentials have been extremely popular.  
Several families from our group went to Global Village "which was  
excellent", as was Lockerbrook last Easter. The Elfin summer camp  
and  the spring camp were well attended and enjoyed. Finally last  
September we went to Darsham for 2 nights and had a brilliant time.  
We are hoping to make this an annual event for Badger Elfins.

 Deborah Hempstead

White Eagle and Jungle Pioneers
 The undisputed highlight of last year for White Eagle and Jungle Pioneers must be raising money to buy Elephant pumps for use by villagers in Zimbabwe.  These low tech pumps, which are installed and maintained by the local community, allow clean fresh water to be accessed from sites near to the village and prevent people having to go on long treks for clean water or risk drinking polluted water.   We borrowed the idea of raising money for this cause from the Venturers highly successful enterprise the previous autumn, and assumed that - being a smaller group  - we would raise a lesser sum of money.  In our most optimistic moments we thought we might make £200 - enough to buy one pump.  But we had reckoned without the sheer brilliance and determination of the  Pioneers!  
            Inspired by learning about the pumps and the very real difference these made to peoples lives, the Pioneers set out to raise money.  They made elephant money boxes  - in which to put loose change, they offered their services to family and friends - for a fee!, and they did a sponsored swim.  Altogether they raised nearly £1,000 which was enough for 5 pumps bringing fresh water to around 1,500 people.  It was a fantastic effort - and were very grateful and particularly impressed that this had all been raised by young people.
            Other than that - the year included the usual mix of  activities.  Drama evenings proved very popular, and allowed lots of different topics to be explored.  Those who took part enjoyed the Pioneer trip to Lockerbrook.  There was no regional Pioneer camp which was missed, but there will be one in 2007.
 
Maggie Bending
 
Rheumatic Penguins Pioneers
 
The group started up in April with just six children including several aged 9. By chance there were no eight year olds in the combined group so we were able to split off the older ones quite easily. The group immediately decided that they were not Panthers (the name of the old group which disbanded in 2005) but Penguins. And rheumatic ones at that.
            There are several with siblings in the Elfins so having the two age groups meet at the same time is very convenient. However, the Pioneers generally have their own programme for example such as orienteering at Wandlebury while the Elfins are on a scavenge hunt.  Likewise we had wide games at Milton while the Elfins did the dusk/night walk. Other activities, such as rafting at Lammas Land, were mixed events. Four of the group were on Global Village summer camp and especially enjoyed being able to sign out of our village and wander around the huge site together with other Pioneers, but without the need for adults.
            In the autumn term the programme was based around a Pioneer resource book on Needs and Wants.  This explored what we wish for and want; needs and survival; sharing and trading etc. This is one of a set of resource books which are very well put together with lots of games as well as getting them into the thinking and discussion process. The group also do more complicated craft work than Elfins, including enamelling. There are now ten in the group (equal numbers of boys and girls) and all but one aged 10 or more.
 
Richard Robertson
 
Venturers
2006 has been a good year for the Venturers, with a large and enthusiastic group. The Venturers themselves have been responsible for some of the best activities: after a group night on How to Run a Woodcraft Camp, they organised a weekend at Darsham! Sion and Ellen did most of the work for that, I think.  Later in the year, Georgia organised a very successful bivvy in the Beechwoods.
            As well as the usual kinds of activities (games, crafts, walks, parties and a very entertaining panto for the Elfins) we have had some more unusual ones like Salsa Dancinf, Massage, Yoga and Punting. Hywel told us about visiting Peru, we collected money for Pump Aid in the Grafton Centre again, pickniced after a bike ride, built shelters, and had a visitor from Amnesty. We visited the Shelter Centre, an aid organisation that gives advice to governments and charities on how to shelter people after disasters. The people who run it were very impressed by the Venturers’ depth of knowledge and quick grasp of the problems involved. Martin answered a question about water draining off tent roofs and was told: “It’s taken the aid community thirty years to work that out!” The Shelter Centre has now moved to Geneva, so we were lucky to go when we did.
            The group continues to grow, though there is an increasing imbalance of boys and girls, with mostly boys joining and girls dropping out. Some of the Venturers are now DF age, and this year they have moved on to the DF meeting that happens at St Matthews every other Tuesday. I’m helping with that group now, so I am no longer group leader for Venturers. Trisha and Ingrid will be taking over. It’s been an interesting few years, and a pleasure and a privilege getting to know some remarkable young people. I wish you all Blue Skies, and hope to see you again as DF’s!
 
Peter Westlake
 
 
Other Reports
Visit to Hungary in April 2006
 We arrived at a stressful time for the beautiful city of Szeged, as the river Tisza threatened to burst its banks.  The flood waters at 10 metres above normal had already swamped riverside gardens and roads, and the river level was already higher than the city centre.  Troops and sand bags were much in evidence, and everyone was hoping there would not be a repeat of the catastrophic 1879 floods which had destroyed the city.  It was difficult for us to comprehend the sense of alarm which pervaded.  Fortunately there were no dramas while we were there, the floods began to retreat and the city was saved.
            A party of Cambridge Folk spent 10 days with Hungarian friends in April 2006.  The invitation was for a group of young people to take part in a celebration of Rukosi School's 70th birthday and the 50th anniversary of their well-known music department. The programme included music and drama activities as well as sightseeing, time with host families and a visit to Budapest.  Another group of children was invited from Transylvania.  Transylvanians are near neighbours in western Rumania who speak Hungarian and share much of the same tradition and history.  
            Unfortunately the dates were in term time here, and the party eventually consisted of 12 adults and just 2 young people.  The lack of young people did not stop us joining in enthusiastically, and we contributed workshops on singing and geography (!), joined in with dancing, singing, a matting workshop, and joined the audiences of excited parents for performances of a children’s opera, folk singing and dancing, and an English drama competition.  We explored the City, and enjoyed the coffee houses, famous ice creams and cakes, and the thermal spa baths.  Our hosts provided wonderful meals, the most notable being goulash cooked for hours in a cauldron pot suspended over gas flames.  This was accompanied by Hungarian wine, beer and home-distilled palinka.
            Cambridge Woodcraft Folk’s contact with Szeged, the second city of Hungary, dates back to 1988 when the first delegation of Hungarian children and adults came to Cambridge and to the International Camp at Weston Park, Shropshire.  Cambridge is twinned with Szeged, a twinning link with the former eastern bloc that has been mostly municipal and musical.  
            Woodcraft Folk’s contact has been with Rukosi School and with Elizabeth Tasnádi in particular, who is a teacher of English.  We have exchanged on numerous occasions, with young people from Szeged joining us at camp in 1988, 1990 (regional camp at Henham), 1994 (regional camp at Henham), 1998 (Bawdsey) and 2004 in Dolgellau.  Cambridge young people went to Szeged in 1989 and 1996.  Many Cambridge adults have also become personal friends with the Hungarian leaders, and have stayed in each others’ homes on a number of occasions both in Cambridge and Hungary.
            Our Hungarian friends are truly delightful.  We share similar aspirations in the way we work with young people, and the exchanges have given both parties an insight into the lives of young people in two very different countries.  Over the nineteen years we have been exchanging, there have been enormous changes in Hungary, which is now a member of the EU and as modern as any other European country.  
But the real benefit of our exchanges is shown by the warmth and friendship on both sides.  Woodcraft Folk know that meeting people and building friendships transcends cultural and political borders in a way nothing else can.
Sue Kington
  
Global Village 2006
This event was a long time coming. For nearly two years we had been quietly planning our involvement in this international camp, and finding the money to finance a group of Peruvians to attend was the greatest challenge of all. But, we managed it, and it was an enormous achievement.  We were, for our part, continuing a tradition that started when an international camp was held in Brighton just after the second world war and its aims were to bring other children and young people to create for a short length of time an oasis of hope for a better future and a better world.
            The camp was held over nearly two weeks in Kent, and the number of people attending was over 4,000, and to share an experience on this scale with such solidarity and unity is an overpowering experience, and I am sure that people attending would agree with that description. 
            The overall theme of the camp was the Millenium Goals which are supported by the UN and cover poverty, equality, education and every other abuse or neglect committed on a global level. Workshops and events were held around these themes and most of the programme put on was excellent but if faults are mentioned it was through the sheer scale and complexity of what was offered.
            We had thank you letters from the Peruvians and we know we will still be in touch with them for years to come. We offered a unique experience to these children and received many in return. Every one knows that events like this give us special  memories through the friendships you make and the fun we have and it makes you realise that not everyone has the same type of life that we do,  but the important thing to remember is that everyone has a share in this world; our community is global and Global Village 2006 helps us to remember that fact. 
Brendan Burchell, Camp Chief
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
 As a District we would like to give our warmest thanks to the following organisations for their donations and help without which our Peruvian friends would not have been able to come to stay with us at Global Village.
 
Co-operative Society              £250
Churchill College                   £100
Rio Tinto                                 £1000
Los Cacho                               £130
National Union of Teachers   £500
Education Services                 £250
Trades Council                       £100
Clare College                          £50
Emmanuel College                 £100
Luton Woodcraft                      £515
Trinity Hall                             £400
Newham Woodcraft                 £330
Lowestoft Woodcraft                £50
Magdalene College (for use of the Cripps Building for our fund raising event Auction of Promises)
 
Finally, our thanks to Helen Pinder and Tim Bergel for their donation of their son Hugh’s saxophone to the Peruvian Delegation.
