Cambridge District Woodcraft Folk Child Safety Policy

Introduction

The Woodcraft Folk is a voluntary educational youth and children’s charity and is committed to upholding the highest standard of child protection and safety in accordance with its Aims and Principles and the United Nations Declaration of the Rights of the Child.

To make this possible we must be open and honest, have a clear code of behaviour and a set of agreed guidelines that are known to all members. Policy and procedure should be reviewed and distributed at regular intervals especially before camps and residentials, given to all new members (and DFs at 18). The Children’s Act 1989 says that protection of children and young people is a shared responsibility and as an organisation we have a duty of care when they are in our charge.

Good practice is central to minimising the risks and we require all adults to follow the guidelines below:

Good Practice

A. All adults working with children must either:

Be full adult members of the Woodcraft Folk and have undergone a CRB check within the last 3 years.

or
Have completed and signed a Child Protection Form.

B. Any group of children must be supervised by a minimum of 2 adult members.

Recommended ratios are: 


Elfins 1:5


Pioneers 1:8


Venturers 1:10

It is recommended that there should be a male and a female adult.

C. Information on each child’s address, contact number for next of kin, parental responsibility, medical and dietary needs, plus permission must be available to the group leaders for each group night, camp or outing.

This information, and any other sensitive information about the young people in our care should be confidential, treated with respect and shared between adults on a need to know basis only.

D. Adults should not be alone one-to-one with a child. Where this is unavoidable, e.g. at camp, always ensure that other adults are kept informed.

If there is a need for an adult to work with an individual child in a particular activity, this should be in clear view of the rest of the group.

E. Adults should ensure that the touch and physical contact they use is not exploitative or open to misunderstanding. Children and young people should be encouraged to say what they find acceptable and unacceptable.

F. Adults must not engage in sexual intercourse or other sexual activity with someone of 16 or 17 where they are in a ‘position of trust’ in relation to the younger person.

G. No form of physical violence or abuse is countenanced. Adults should model acceptable behaviour by using positive strategies for managing behaviour, stressing the value of co-operation and providing a participatory programme that includes all and respects diverse needs and abilities.

H. Racist, sexist and homophobic language is not countenanced and should be challenged.

I. All adults should be familiar with the Health and Safety Policy and Woodcraft Folk Aims and Principles.

Current membership provides public liability insurance for when you are engaged on Woodcraft Folk activities   BUT  there must  be a minimum of two adult members present at all times.

Responding to concerns and allegations

You may never need the information given below, but if you do, it is important that you know what to do.

Child abuse falls into four categories: PHYSICAL, EMOTIONAL, SEXUAL and NEGLECT. Attached is a flow chart to help you decide what to do if you either suspect abuse or a disclosure of abuse is made to you.

The Cambridge Child Safety Contact Person is: Hilary Taylor, 4 Sedgwick St Cambridge CB1 3AJ, phone 01223 573548, email hil.taylor@ntlworld.com 

In an emergency and the contact cannot be reached, call Cambridgeshire Social Services (0845 045 5203) or the Police (0845 4564564)


_____________________________________________________________________

I have read, understand and agree to abide by the Cambridge WCF Child Safety Policy

NAME

MEMBERSHIP NO.

SIGNATURE

Cambridge Woodcraft Folk Child Protection

Responding to Disclosures




Responding to Concerns



A child or young person makes a disclosure to you which indicates they are at risk of harm





Do


Listen carefully and calmly


Reassure and believe them


Write down what they have said


Tell them what is going to happen next


Get help and support promptly


Tell the district child safety co-ordinator




















Do not


Show distaste or disbelief


Make promises of confidentiality, or other promises that you can't keep


Investigate or question


Do nothing





If you have concerns for a child's welfare (whether because of a disclosure they have made or for any other reason)


Be clear what they are


Keep to the facts


Record any details


Respect the child's confidentiality


Don't gossip





If you feel immediate action is needed and you are unable to contact the district child safety co-ordinator, refer directly to social care services for advice





If you still have concerns, pass the information on to the district child safety co-ordinator who can offer support and refer to social care services for advice





Speak to the group leader/co-ordinator or other adult who knows the child and share your concerns - there may be a simple explanation








